
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Sonata I  Mendelssohn 
  Grave – Adagio - Fuga 

* HYMN 477 Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim  Hanover  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:  Sometimes our faith sometimes seems so small and our hearts 
 seem so weak. 

People:  Yet we take courage, knowing the Lord can use even our small  
 seeds of faith. 

Leader:  What will God do with the tiny grains of personal faith we bring? 

People:  Entrusted to God, tiny seeds of faith grow into plants of glory. 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to those who have helped us grow, 

People:  As we give thanks to God, the source of all growth! 

INTROIT                     John Carter 

Come thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; streams of mercy, 
never ceasing call for songs o loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by 
flaming tongues above Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.  
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                 Natalie Beaumont 

MINUTE FOR MISSION   Rev. Jo Ella Holman  

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, we remember with gratitude those people who generously 
sowed the seeds of faith in our lives.  We confess the times we fail to 
involve ourselves in planting any seeds of faith in the lives of others. 
We confess that too often our lives become so entangled with the 
values of the world that we forget what you have said and done and 
promised.  Renew our lives, strengthening our faith to bear the fruit 
of your mercy and your love.  We pray this in the name of our Lord 
and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 274 O God of Earth and Space  Leoni 

  + Children and Middle School Youth leave for Church School Classes.  
High School youth remains for worship.  + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 17:22-24 

ANTHEM God of the Sparrow  Schalk, arr. Martinson 
                      The Text may be found in the Hymnal at No. 272 

SECOND LESSON Mark 4:26-34 

SERMON                                 “Icebreakers”           Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY      Psalm 150    César Franck 

Hallelujah. O praise ye the Lord, In his sanctuary; 
Praise ye the Lord in the firmament of His pow’r. 
Praise ye Him for His mighty acts, Praise ye Him according to His majesty. 
Praise ye Him with the sound of the trumpet, 
Praise ye Him with the psalt’ry and harp. 
Praise ye Him with the trimbrel. Praise ye Him with dance, 
Praise Him with the organ and stringed instruments. 
Praise ye Him upon the loud cymbals. 
Praise ye Him upon the high sounding cymbals. 
Let ev’rything that hath breath, praise the Lord, 
Yea, praise ye the Lord. Hallelujah! 

* THE DOXOLOGY                        Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

 
  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 554 Let All Things Now Living  Ash Grove        

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Allegro Maestoso (Sonata I) Mendelssohn 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Felix Mendelssohn’s (1809-1847) six organ sonatas were published in 1845 are the 
first significant organ works by a German composer since Bach. Mendelssohn’s playing of 
Bach and his brilliant improvisations during a recital tour of England lead to a London 
publisher commissioning a set of organ Voluntaries from him. These were reworked into  
the six sonatas, which are each a collection of varying pieces rather that the classical 
sonata form. Carl Schalk (b. 1929) is a noted Lutheran musician and composer. He 
taught on the faculty of Concordia College. His 1983 hymn setting of “God of the 
Sparrow” was set for choir by Joel Martinson (b. 1960), a Texas-based composer and 
organist. The text is by noted American-Slovak hymnist Jaroslav Vajda (1919 –2008.) 
Cesar Franck (1822-1890) (organist of Ste. Sulpice in Paris) composed his festive 
setting of Psalm 150 for the 17 March 1883 inauguration of the 34-stop Cavaillé-Coll 
organ at the Institute for the Blind in Paris. Franck captures both the joy and intensity of 
the text through his trademark chromaticism and long lyrical melodies. Franck shows his 
mastery of harmony and counterpoint with the voices imitating each other at the text 
about trumpets and other festive instruments. The miniature masterwork concludes with 
exuberant and chromatic “hallelujahs”.    
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 (NRSV) 
 Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the  
lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from  
the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty 
mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order  
that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. 
Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will  
nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall  
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the  
low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the  
LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 
Mark 4:26-34 (NRSV) 
           He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would 
scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and 
the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The  
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 
the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 
 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of  
God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make  
nests in its shade.” 
 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they 
were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but  
he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 
*     *     *     *     * 




